
 

 

 

 

Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School 

Curriculum Intention for Communication and 

Language 
“The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s 

back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The 

number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich 

environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they 

say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to 

children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 

extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to 

thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and 

modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable 

using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.” (EYFS 2021) 

 

                   Daycare and Nursery School 

                Love, Laugh, Learn  

         



 

 

 

Communication and Language 

 (0-3’s)  

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To plan a language rich environment to support the acquisition of communication 

and language skills. 

 To use exaggerated facial expressions, gestures and intonation to gain the 

attention and interest of very young children. 

 To always use children’s names to get their attention. 

 To provide augmentative communication resources and materials.  

 To model language and develop children’s vocabulary/communication skills 

through offering a commentary to play, talking about routines, talking about 

emotions and developing relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

We Provide: 

 Visual timetables, picture labels and photographs to support and develop children’s 

communication skills. 

 Opportunities for children to listen to and join in with stories and singing as key elements of 

our continuous provision. 

 Adults who are able to engage in sustained shared thinking with children and introduce 

and model language linked to their interests and fascinations in all areas of continuous 

provision. 

 Opportunities for small speech, language and communication group with a teacher with a 

high level of training in this area. 

 Early intervention by undertaking Wellcomm assessments of children’s communication and 

language skills. This enables us to provide targeted support and challenge. 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 



 

 

 

At the end of their time in 

Sunshine (0-2’s), children will: 
 

 Listen to and enjoy rhythmic patterns in rhymes and stories, trying to join in with actions or vocalisations. 

 Enjoy rhymes and demonstrates listening by trying to join in with actions or vocalistations. 

 Pay attention to own choice of activity, may move quickly from activity to activity. 

 Understand different situations – able to follow routine events and activities using nonverbal clues. 

 Select familiar objects by name and will go and find objects when asked or identify objects from a group.  

 Understand simple sentences e.g. throw the ball. 

 Copy familiar expressions, e.g. oh dear, all gone. 

 Use different types of everyday words (nouns, verbs and adjectives, e.g. banana, go, sleep, hot). 

 Begin to put two words together, e.g. want ball, more juice. 

 Begin to ask simple questions. 

 Begin to talk about people and things that are not present. 

 Use gesture, sometimes with limited talk, e.g. reaches towards a toy, saying want it. 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

 

At the end of their time in 

Raindrops(2-3’s), children will: 
 

 Listen with interest to the noises adults make when they read stories. 

 Recognise and respond to the many familiar sounds, e.g. turning to a knock on the door, looking at or going to the door. 

 Show interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes. 

 Single channeled attention; can shift to a different task if attention fully obtained – using child’s name helps focus. 

 Identify action words by following simple instructions, e.g. show me jumping. 

 Begin to understand more complex sentences, e.g. put your toys away and then sit on the carpet. 

 Understand who, what and where in simple questions, e.g. who’s that? who can? where is? 

 Develop understanding of simple concepts, e.g. fast/slow, good/bad. 

 Use language to share feelings, experiences and thoughts. 

 Hold a conversation, jumping from topic to topic.  

 Learn new words very rapidly and is able to use them in communicating. 

 Use a variety of questions, e.g. what, where, who. 

 Use longer sentences, e.g. mummy gonna work. 

 Begin to use word endings, e.g. going, cats. 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

Communication and Language 

 (3-4’s)  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To plan a language rich environment to support the acquisition of communication 

and language skills. 

 To provide augmentative communication resources and materials.  

 To model language and develop children’s vocabulary/communication skills 

through offering a commentary to play, talking about routines, talking about 

emotions and developing relationships. 

 To model the etiquette of conversation, listening to others and responding 

appropriately to what has been said.  

 To develop children’s thinking, ideas and vocabulary through the use of open-

ended questions. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

We provide: 

 Visual timetables, picture labels and photographs to support and develop children’s 

communication skills. 

 Opportunities for children to listen to, join in with and create stories and also singing as key 

elements of our continuous provision. 

 Adults who are able to engage in sustained shared thinking with children and introduce and 

model language linked to their interests and fascinations in all areas of continuous provision. 

 Opportunities for small speech, language and communication groups with a teacher with a 

high level of training in this area. We also benefit from the expertise of a speech and language 

therapist funded by EYPP for one day a fortnight. 

 Early intervention by undertaking Wellcomm assessments of children’s communication and 

language skills. This enables us to provide targeted support and challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

 

At the end of their time in 

Sunbeams (3-4’s), children will: 
 Listen to others in one-to-one or small groups when conversation interests them. 

 Listen to familiar stories with increasing attention and recall. 

 Join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories.  

 Focus attention – can still listen or do, but can change their own focus of attention. 

 Be able to follow directions (if not intently focused). 

 Understand use of objects, e.g. which one do we cut with? 

 Show understanding of prepositions such as under, on top, behind by carrying out an action or selecting a correct picture. 

 Respond to instructions with more elements, e.g. give the big ball to me; collect up all the blocks and put them in the box. 

 Begin to understand why and how questions. 

 Begin to use more complex sentences to link thoughts, e.g. using and, because. 

 Be able to use language to recall past experiences.  

 Be able to retell a simple past event in the correct order, e.g. went down slide, hurt finger. 

 Use talk to explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next. 

 Question why things happen and gives explanations. Asks e.g. who, what when, how. 

 Begin to use a range of tenses, e.g. play, playing, will play, played. 

 Continue to make some errors in language, e.g. runned and will absorb and use language they hear around them in their 

community and culture. 

 Use intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning clear to others. 

 Talk more extensively about things that are of particular importance to them. 

 Build up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 

 Use talk in pretending that objects stand for something else in play, e.g. this box is my castle. 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 



 

 

They will be working towards: 
 Showing variability in listening behaviour; may move around and fiddle but still be listening or sit still but not be absorbed by activity. 

 Indicating two-channelled attention, e.g. paying attention to something of interest for short or long periods; can both listen and do for short 

span. 

 Understanding a range of complex sentence structures including negatives, plurals and tense markers. 

 Understanding humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes. 

 Following a story without pictures or props. 

 Listening and responding to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion.  

 Understanding questions such as who, why, when, where and how. 

 Extending vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.  

 Using language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 

 Linking statements and sticking to a main theme or intention. 

 Using talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

 Introducing a storyline or narrative into their play 


